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Have you ever considered the difference that one person can make in this world?
It's not uncommon to hear someone say, "Oh, I'm only one person" or "It's only one
vote" or "I can't change the world." In a world populated by nearly 8 billion people,
commentary like this is understandable. But is it accurate?
We spoke just this past Sunday about Jesus' temptation in the wilderness when he
was repeatedly challenged by Satan but avoided giving in to temptation - temptation
that he surely felt given that he was fully human. If Jesus – who was only one man
– had given in to any of those temptations, how different would history have been?
Frighteningly, disturbingly and alarmingly so. There would have been no “Good
News.” No reason for hope, no reason for joy beyond earthly merriment (which
those in captivity probably weren’t experiencing often) and, most importantly, no
salvation for any of us as no human in history was or is capable of living a sinless
life.
Thankfully, Jesus – this one man – did not give in to any of those temptations.
And he made a difference that changed the course of history, not just for Christians
but for our entire world. Even those who do not subscribe to our beliefs or take part
in our religion have somehow been touched by it. This was all caused by one man. Yes, he was fully God.
But this individual was also fully human.
If your response to this is, “Yeah, yeah….fully human. But also fully God, just like you said. The ‘fully
God’ part is why he was able to make such an enormous difference,” then I invite you to take a look at the
world right now. Is Vladimir Putin one million men? Is he a god?
No. And no.
Sure, there are many surrounding Putin who are as evil as he is. But it’s no accident that the invasion of
peaceful Ukraine is so widely – even among 13,000 Russians – being referred to as “Putin’s war.” This
one man has made the decision to mercilessly murder thousands and wage war upon a people who had not
threatened him in any way (contrary to the propaganda that he has peddled to anyone willing to listen).
Putin is only one person, and look at the impact his personal actions have had not just upon Russia and
Ukraine but the whole world. His actions have not only resulted in the murder of innocent civilians and
upended the lives of Ukrainians who are now refugees, but have also thrown our entire world into economic
and political turmoil and disarray as we wait to see whether or not nuclear war will be the ultimate consequence of Putin’s actions and all of the subsequent choices of world governments.
Putin is most assuredly not Jesus, and as he does not appear at all in sheep’s clothing he is clearly not the
Antichrist. My point is this: it doesn’t take a deity to create a huge difference in the lives of this world’s
people. A human being who is not even 1% God – let alone “fully” God – is also quite capable of shifting
the landscape on a global scale, for better or worse. We’re witnessing that right now: the effect that just one
person’s actions can have on our world.
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Your choices – your actions – matter. You might not be the reason for a religion or the political leader of
your country, and thus might not be the impetus of change or impact for millions or thousands or even
hundreds. But whether we are making an impact in the lives of millions or making an impact in the life of
just one person should never change our goals and our motives: to use our resources – all that we have and
all that we are Christians – to reveal the love of God to others through our choices and actions. You might
be one person who, for a great many people, makes a small but significant difference. Or you might be one
person who, for just one person, makes an enormous difference.
My prayer is that you all recognize how important you are and how much your choices matter. If we keep
this firm truth at the forefront of our minds every single day – and our greatest joy and happiness is spreading the love of Christ however we can – then it will be impossible for us not to sow seeds great and small
that further God’s kingdom. What it means to be “Christian” has been blurred by society’s public critique
the past 5 years in a way that it had not been muddled in the previous 50. But an increasingly secular society is not to blame; we are. Along with those who masquerade as Christians and publicly spew hatred and
vitriol in the name of Christ, there are those of us who, in our apathy, are just as guilty by not actively living
out the words and message that we preach and profess on Sundays.
If ever there was a time, though, in which it was obvious how great an impact just one person can make,
it’s now. You have the power to ruin or brighten someone’s day today; believe that because it’s true.
If we all individually have this power, can you imagine what an amazing difference we can make if we
firmly join together in an effort to only love? What it means to be “Christian” in the eyes of the world
might actually change and once again mean what it was always supposed to mean.
Whether or not this happens is up to all of us. Whether or not you lovingly contribute your individual – but
undeniably crucial – effort is up to you.
Pastor Mike

2022 PER CAPITA
The 2023 Per Capita charge per Kirk member is
$34. The increase is in accordance with the
amount that the Presbytery passed on to the
church. Payment can be made using the Per Capita
envelope in the giving box or any method you
choose to designate the funds. Thank you.
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Jerry Cobleigh
Mieke Beckman
Jen Otte
Jenny Root
John Jennings
Mila Lewandowski

The mission of the Kirk of Our Savior is to glorify God, nurture new and existing relationships, and bear
witness to our faith and divine calling through worship, service, stewardship and prayer.
It is the vision of this church to become a living example of God’s love, called to show Christ to those
within the church community by offering ourselves in service to those in need and inviting all to share in
this vision.
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE
Nancy Lee Pride (2024)
FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE
CHILDREN & YOUTH
MISSION/OUTREACH
Mieke Beckman (2023) Chairman and Elder
June Jennings (2023) Elder

FOUNDATION
Rob Otte (2024) Chairman and Elder
Patrick Frobe (2023) Elder
TREASURER: Fred Kirk
CLERK: June Jennings
The membership of Kirk of Our Savior approved
changes to the by-laws which eliminated the Board
of Deacons. The number of Elders serving was also
decreased from six to five. The Elders will now serve
a 2-year term rather than the 3 years they had served
previously.
It’s time to
spring forward on Sunday morning!
2:00 a.m.
March 13
Turn your
clock ahead
one hour!
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