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“In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed.”
-Mark 1:35
This is my deserted place, and this is where I speak to God this morning.
As I sat here, enjoying the scenery while on vacation at the coast of Lake Michigan, it didn’t take long to
decide what I should be writing about. The view in front of me is the same sort of view, I think, that Jesus
sought when he himself went to pray. It was not always water, of course, but it was virtually always outdoors:
the desert, the garden, the lake, the mountains. As I gaze out at what lies before me, I cannot help but
conclude that Jesus had good taste.
I have been busy of late and have been caught in the ever-present trap of “checking off boxes” that come with
my job as pastor, and that is a problem: treating it as a “job” rather than as a “calling.” I have not taken
enough time to sit quietly and be with God – alone – nourishing my soul and recharging my batteries so that I
will be able to do that to which God has called me. And this is foolish, because Jesus didn’t even try this. In
addition to the verse above, here are a few other instances in which Jesus seeks God in silence, solitude and
nature:
“

And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray.” (Matthew 14:23a)
“But he would withdraw to deserted places and pray.” (Luke 5:16)
“Now during those days he went out to the mountain to pray; and he spent the night in prayer to God.”
(Luke 6:12)

“

They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here while I pray.’ He took with
him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. And he said to them, “I am deeply
grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.” And going a little farther, he threw himself on the
ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him.” (Mark 14:32-35)

If Jesus himself, the risen Christ and only human who was ever without sin, sought out these environments
for prayer, why would I not? Can I do what Jesus didn’t even try to do? Am I capable of maintaining healthy
spirituality and dialogue with God when I never slow down? When I never look for God in those precious
few environments that are yet unstained by human hands? When I do not attempt to remove roadblocks that
prevent me from communicating with the Almighty?
I don’t think so. And I don’t think anyone asks us to do this, but for some reason this is what we strive for
too often. When I want to get from the kitchen to the front door of my home, I often have to move Theo’s
toys out of the way before I can get there. Similarly, if we strive for the most intimate relationship with God
that is available to us, we must clear the road to that relationship of all obstructions.
We can pray anywhere, and our omnipresent God can certainly be encountered everywhere. But it is far, far
easier to see/speak to/hear/witness/bask in the presence of God in those places that are so much easier for us
to see God. Eliminating the noise of this world – when we have the opportunity, of course – helps us to find
our God that wants to be found. And can a Christian NOT find God while sitting on a mountaintop or gazing
out over the ocean? Going to places such as these, and seeking out silence and solitude, is never a bad idea if
you want to build a deeper, more prayerful and personal relationship with the Lord. And if we have this
relationship we will not only be happier people but we will be Christians that are so much better equipped to
love as Christ would have us love.
Pray everywhere, and experience God in all times and places. And when you are blessed with an environment that enables you to commune even more deeply with the Lord, seize it and enjoy it on the way to a
closer relationship with your Creator, your Sustainer, and your Redeemer.
Pastor Mike

Pastor Mike reads
“The Cat in the Hat”
by Dr. Seuss to the
preschool students
downstairs.

2

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
Madeline Carpenter (2021), Chairman and Elder
Bonnie Hilberer (2019) Elder
Irene Gaylord (2020) Deacon

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE
Mark Gallaher (2019) Chairman and Elder
Cindy Handford (2019) Deacon

It’s Cereal for Summer time!
We are collecting boxes of cereal for the Presbytery
of Detroit’s 3rd annual Cereal for Summer campaign.
The Presbytery is asking that half of the boxes
collected go to the presbytery for distribution and the
other half go to a local program. Cereal will be
collected through June 10.
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Corn Roast!
Friday, June 15

Judy Walker (2021) Deacon and Deacon Moderator
TREASURER: Fred Kirk
CLERK: Jenny Root

6pm
The last Family Fun Night for the season will be
held on June 15 with a meal and bonfire.
Approximately $600.00 of the needed $900.00 has
been raised so far for the patio renovations.
After the Corn Roast event, Family Fun Nights will
take a hiatus until their return in the Fall.

A publication for the family and friends of
Kirk of Our Savior
Presbyterian Church (USA)
36660 Cherry Hill Road, Westland MI 48185
Office: (734) 728-1088
churchoffice@wowway.biz
Michael Beckman, Pastor (215) 620-3259,
mikebeckman2@gmail.com
Facebook.com/kirkofoursavior
www.kirkofoursavior.org
3

Former Pastor Ralph Fogal and
his wife Lois will be celebrating
their 65th wedding anniversary
June 5. Ralph served as Pastor
of the Kirk from 1962-1969.
Their daughter, Sylvia, is
holding a card shower for them. If you would like to
participate, please send a card to:
Ralph and Lois Fogal
701 May Dr.,
Zelienople, PA 16063.

June 27
Put on your sunglasses for
National Sun Glasses Day
and head over to the Kirk by
11:30 am for a hot lunch date
with the Classy Lassies and
Grazers on Wednesday, June
27. This fine group meets on the last Wednesday of
every month for fun and fellowship, and a good lunch
at a local restaurant. All are invited! Isn’t it about
time you joined them?

You can also email at rfogal@zoominternet.net or call
them at 724-452-3679.
They have good memories of their years at the Kirk
beginning in December of 1962. This was before the
church was built and they held worship servcies at
Cady School (at the corner of Cherry Hills Road &
Wayne Road). Ralph remembers working with the
architect during the following year and the construction phase of the building project with the first
service being held in the
new sanctuary building
at Christmas,
1963. Lois enjoyed
directing the children's
choir for several years
before they moved in
1969, serving three
more churches in Ohio
and Michigan before
they retired in
1988. They now enjoy
living at Passavant
Lutheran Retirement
Celebrating Ralph’s
93rd Birthday in April
Center in Zelienople,
PA.
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Geraldine Decker
Betty Willox
Colleen Williamson
Mark Gallaher
Dave Thomas

The Crop Walk on May 6 raised $6,457. There were
six church represented. The Kirk had 10 members
present. Judy Curtis says the rain started just after the
walkers left the church and hail fell from the sky like
tiny marbles. Everyone came back soaked, but hot
dogs, chips and cookies were available. The Kirk
raised $1,108. Thank you to everyone.

The mission of the Kirk of Our Savior is to glorify God, nurture new and existing relationships, and bear
witness to our faith and divine calling through worship, service, stewardship and prayer.
It is the vision of this church to become a living example of God’s love, called to show Christ to those within the
church community by offering ourselves in service to those in need and inviting all to share in this vision.4

Financial Report as of 04/30/2018
April

Income

Year to Date

Budget

13,299

40,146

39,516

Expenses

9,168

36,271

38,571

Net Income or

4,131

3,875

945

Liquid Assets*

112,634
112,634
* equals the total for Kirk checking, savings, and mutual funds.
Does not include Thank God 4 Christian Parents Fund.
April numbers were very strong assisted by the Easter season and five
Sunday collections. The overall net revenue negated the minor year to date
loss. We, however, still have not received a snowplowing bill for last winter.
May will be a much more difficult month as always happens when we
have 3 pay periods in a month.

Isaac Childers
hands out roses on
Mother’s Day.

May 27 Wedding of
Ashley Lindon and
Derrick Jackson

One of the many things that Wally Jennings has done
for the church over the years is help in the weekly
Sunday collection count. In fact, Wally was a part of 4
of the 5 monthly two-person counting team. In the
interim, other team members have filled in for Wally
during his illness. While we would welcome Wally’s
return to some of these duties, the Kirk is in need of
two more people to assist in the collection count
immediately after church for one week during each
month. No special skills are required. Just an ability to
count money and run an adding machine. You will be
trained by one of the other counters who have been
doing this for a number of years. Please consider this
and see Fred Kirk or contact the Church office to
volunteer.
Willow Creek
Cooperative Preschool
Class of 2018
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